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ACEs Case Scenario 

 

A referral was made to the CAC for an emergency forensic interview with allegations stating an 11 year 

old boy (Jon) saw his 13 year old male neighbor (David) “having sex” with Jon’s 9 year old sister (Julie) in 

a park near their apartments.  Law enforcement hot-lined the incident and it was coded as a non-

caretaker report, so CPS was not involved.    

Julie was interviewed the next day at the Center, and the referring detective (seasoned and well trained) 

was present to observe.  The detective reported that David, the “alleged perpetrator,” came from a 

family with a long criminal history (drugs, weapons, etc.) but no history of sexual misconduct.  He shared 

that Jon and Julie are being raised by their paternal grandmother who is the matriarch of the family and 

the neighborhood.  Their father is incarcerated and mother is in rehab for heroine.  In initial police 

report, Grandma reported that Jon and Julie came home from the park, and Jon told Grandma he saw 

David and Julie “having sex.”  Grandma immediately call the police.  The responding patrol officer 

documented in his report, Grandma’s statement that her granddaughter had been “raped” by a 13 year 

old juvenile. 

Before the interview, the detective said that Julie had not been interviewed by him or the responding 

patrol officer.   He indicated that as soon as we “lock in” her statement, he would be ready to arrest the 

juvenile.   

Prior to the interview, the forensic interviewer, advocate, and officer spoke with the grandmother of 

Julie.  She was distraught and explained that something like this happened to her when she was a young 

girl.  She was determined that her children and grandchildren would not have this happen to them.  She 

expressed guilt that Julie had been raped, and she should have known better than to let her go to the 

park alone.   

During the forensic interview, Julie reported that David is her friend.  She has known him and played 

with him all of her life.  They were playing house in the culvert at the park and he laid on top of her 

pretending they were married.  They were fully dressed.  She reported no force or coercion.  

Julie’s brother, Jon, was interviewed as a witness at the CAC and corroborated his sister’s statement, but 

added that he saw David humping Julie, which he defined as “having sex.” 

The advocate spoke with the grandmother while Julie was being interviewed.  She shared that she never 

had therapy for her past abuse.  She also reported that her husband used to beat her and was arrested 

for armed robbery.  He is serving a 30 year sentence, and has left her to raise their three children on her 

own.  Now she’s raising her son’s children with very limited resources.   

Case review happened to be the next day in that county.  The juvenile officer and CPS supervisor were 

familiar with David and his family because his older brother had been involved in delinquent behavior.  

David’s mother does the best she can, but has limited resources.  His father is incarcerated for drug 

distribution.  They shared that David is developmentally delayed and small in stature.  He functions at 

the level of an 8 year old and socializes with younger children.
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